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SUBJECT: Head Stast Memorandim of Uindérstanding
FILE CODE: 102G

ISSUE:

The Chief s aoproval and signature are reguested for the enclosed Memorasidwin of
Understanding (MOU) with Department of Health and Homan Services, Administration of
Chaldiren and Fammilies Head Stant Bureau (Flead Sgart),

BACKGROUND:
The Forest Service Consérvation Education program manages the Woodsy Owl program as 4
means to reach preskinderganen through third-grade youth with messages about care for the
environmeni  Head Start manages a comprehensive child development program for children
from birth up to age five. Through family and community parinerships, Head Start provides
early childhood education and health services to children. especially to minorities, including
Mative Ameiicans, Alaska Natives. and inner city vouth, reaching an estimated 900,000 families.

The purpose of this MOLU is to establish a frameworl for cooperation between the Forest Service
and the Department of Health and Human Service's Head Stant Bureau for the use of Woodsy
Onwl’s image and message through distribution of Woodsy Owl educational materials among
Head Stant Programs.  The MOU also provides for the inprovement of Woodsy Owl's
educational products through review and advice by the Head Starl Bureau.

PROS;
+  Promotes awareness of natural resource conservation among Head Start families.
* . Provides valuable advice and assistance to improve effectiveness of the Woodsy Owl
program and materials:

& Provides incréased Forést Service contact with underserved communities at Yocal levels
thriough Head Start offices;

CONS;

»  Some increase in demands for adininistzation of the Woodsy Ow! program.

@ Caring for the Land and Serving People Pk oo Rty s ﬁ
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FS Agreement No. 035U 1132543023
Cooperator’s Mo,

SERVICEWIDE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
bebareen

Usha FOREST SERVICE/CONSERVATION EDUCATION/
NATIONAL SYMBOLS FROGRAM

and the

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
ADMINISTRATION OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES HEAD START BUREAL

This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING is hereby entered into by and
hetween the USDA Forest Service, National Symbols Program, hereinafter refemed fo as
the Forest Service, and the Department of Health and Human Services, hereinafter
referred 1o as the Head Start Bureau.

A, PURPOSE:

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is o establish a framework for
cooperation berween the Forest Senvice’s Natuonal Symbols Program and the Department
of Health apd Human Service's Head Stori Bureau for the use of Woodsy Owl image and
message “Lend 2 Hand, Care for the Land,” thrirugh the distribution of Waoodsy Owl
education materials among Head Start Programs and for the improvement of Woodsy
Owl's educational products through the provision of information on Woadsy Owl
patentiat produets by the Head Start Burean.

B. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND INTERESTS:

The Forest Service uses America’s icon for the conservation of the enviromment, Woodsy
{rwi, to help young children discover the natural world and join in hife-long scuons @
care for that world, The Mead Stan Burear manages & comprebensive child development
program that gerves over 950,000 low-income children birth o age five, meluding
American lndian, Alaska Native and Migrant popuiations.

Through this parinership, the Forest Service will share with the Head Stam Bureau currcnt
anst futere Woodsy Owl's sducationsl materials 10 help Head Stant children and familics
bevome familiar with nawes! resources, resource conservabion, and environmenti ethics.
‘I'he Forest Service will soliclt suggestions From Head Start programs 1o improve or
develop new Woodsy Owl educational products. The Head Start Burean will facilitate
the dissemination of Woodsy Owl current and future products, will elp promote Woodsy

Chal's messaze: “Lend 8 Hand, Care for the Land,” and witl provide mfonmation on the
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the dissemination of Woodsy Owl current and lubure proguces, Wikt BEI pramone ywaoesy
Owd's messaze: “Lend 3 Hand, Care for the Land,” and will provide infonnation on the

F5 Appeement Mo, (.800 1 11 31545-023
Coonsrainr's Mo,

effoctiveness, usabibity, and attractivensss of current sod futore Woodsy Chwl pdu catrona)
prodacts,

(I THE FOREST SERVICE SHALL:

-

Make svailable Woodsy Owi educational packages and other Woodsy Ol
ahicational products to Head Stan programs. This educationad paskage will
incieds wibmmation on Woodsy Owl and his messzge “Lend a Hand, Care for
the Land.”

2. Provids one Woodsy Owl workshop during a Head Star{ Bureay national
2T,

1, Wotily Foeest Service Iocal units of this MOR and eneourage them io work
with thetr foca? Head Stan Pregrams in the development of activities apd
evenls for covitonmental owareness.

4. Work wiih the Mead Stant Buereay  identifying areas where the Woodsy Owl
prozram can hakp convey the Head Start Progra’s missian and objectives al
the local and pational Jevels.

5. Inctudr a copy of the agreement af the www.symbols goy website.

G, Provide s st of Forest Servioe rogonal cotacts for this MO

. Solicit foedback from Head Stant programs on the elfectiveness,

approprateness, usabiity, and atractiveness of the Woodsy Owl edecational

products and maternials,

=l

D, THE HEAL STARY BUREAL SHALL:

.
a

Provide 3 list of Head Start Grartees for this MOUL

2. Support Forest Service effons in identifying the effechvenuss, wilrachveness,
usabiiity, and appropriateness of new andfor proposed Woodsy Owl
educaltonal matergis and products,

3. Collsborate with the Farest Service in idemttfying subjecis and themes that
witl be compatible with the Head Start Program’s mussion and olyoctives.

4. Inform the Head Sterd State Collaboration Offices abowt the loval Forest
Servics Office contacts and the poleptial eppotiunities for the developmgnt of
lccal program sclivittes featuming Woodsy Owl,

£ Weork with the Forest Sarvice in the development of acuvities 1o promote

awareness it natural resouress conscryation for Head Stant tamibes.
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FS Agreement No. 03-5303-11132545-025
Coaperalor’s No.

B OITIS MUTLALLY AGREED AND UNDERSTOODR BY ALL PARTIES
THAT:

1. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT(FOLA). Any information fumished {o the
Foiest Service under this tnstrument is subizct to the Freedom of Information Ael (5
8.0 5520

2. PARTICIPATION IN TLAR ACTIVITIES, This instrument in no way restricts
the Forest Service or the Kead Start Burcau from participating in similar activittes with
ather public of privaie apencies. organizations, wad individuals.

3, COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATIONTERMINATION. This MOU akes effect upon
the signamre of the Chief of the USDA Farest Sarvice and the Associate Commissioner
of the Head Start Bureay and shail renysin in e ffeet for five years from the date of
evecution. This MOU may be extended or amended upon written request of either the
Forest Service or the Head Start Burean and the subsequent writlen concurrenee of the
uther(s}, Either the Forest Service or the Head Stant Burcdu may terminate thiis MO
with 4 #0-day wrilten notice 1o the other(s).

4. RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTIES. The Forest Service and the Head Stant Buresn
amd their respective ageneies and office will handle their own aetivities und wiilize thair
awn esonTees, ineiuding the expenditure of their own funds, in pursting these ohjectives.
Each pariy will carey aut {is separate getivities 10 a coordinated and mutoalty beachel
AT,

S PRINCTFAL CONTACT. The prneipal contaees for ey msinunent are:

Forest Service Project Coptact " Head Starf Bureau Contagt i
“THE L Wiales, National Symbols Program | Uel 118 Holverfen, Lhief |
| Manager _A:ﬂucahunas _Serwr;es sian::ra
USDA Forest Service ~ Conservaion  lueag Start Bursau
Education o
Stop Code: 1147 - 1400 Independence | 330 C Streer §¥
Ave, §W ___|¥ashinglen, DL 20347
Washingion DC 20230 _
Phone: (202) 203-0991 B E Phonel f2921205. 6412
FAX: {262} 69030638 (EAX: 12520 260-9333F i
E-Man: pelegiifyfedas T EMaiirws ) vertonfact, nhs, a0
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[ Tovest Service Admimistrative Coutact | Head Start Bureau Admimistrative
. BT 5L O, i
i Teresa fones Crajglurner, Special Hssisth
§ __L__S_'[_E{F_}:prast Service Head Start Surean ~
L PO Box S60VY 360 € Streaet SH
3 Wash:ﬂg{i}n I'.H:, 20060 o &_!Ef-j_‘r_:tjr gion, BE 20447
[Phone; (703)6084870 | Phone: (707)205-8 z 3
CFAXG (FO3y 6035100 4] FAX: i Eﬂ? 12609336
LE-Mail: tonex(d@fdedas _IEMalcturnerfacf. hhs g0y |

G NON-FUND OBLIGATING DOCUMENT: Notiting in this MOU shall obhigate either
the Forest Serviee or the Head Start Bureas 1o obligale or fransfer any funds. Specific
work projects ov activities that involve the wansfer of fimds, servives, or property ainong
the various agencies and offices of the Forest Service and the Head Start Burean widl
reguire excution of separale agreaments and be contingent upon the availability of
appropriated funds, Such activities must be independently authorized by sppropriate
stasutory authority. This MOU does not provide such authonity. Negotialion, sxecuiion,
and administration of vach such agreement must corsply with ail applicable statues and
regulations.

7. ESTABLISHMENT OF HESPONSIBILITY: This MOU is not intended to, and dogs
nof creake, any right, benelil, or trust vespansibility, substantive of procedural,
enforceable al faw or equily, by & parly against the Pnited States, its agencies, its officers,
7 any Person.

8. MODIFICATION. Mpdifications within the scope of the smstrument shall be made
by muiuat consent of the parties, by the issnance of & written modification, sygned and
dated by all pasties, prior to any changes being performed. The Forest Service is nol
obligated 1o fund any changes potl properly approved in advance,

THE PARTIES HERFETO have exzcuted this insirument

ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER CHIEF
HEAD START BUREALT USDA FOREST SERVICE
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[\A{L\ Ca lln

?5,{_ DALE BOSWORTH £j2¥/5

ES Agrecmiem Mo, D3-801 8 132545.005
Coopepator™s No,

The aethpty and format of this
Instanent hias een woviewial and Approved for signature
- i

[ i ,,L\---J--'}
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Forest Service Briefing

MOU between the
Woodsy Owl Program and the
Department of Health and Human Services, Administration of Children and FamiliesHead Start Bureau

The Woodsy Owl conservation program is part of the National Symbols Program, a unit of the State and Private
Forestry Conservation Education program.

The purpose of the Woodsy Owl program is to help young children (Pre-k through 3rd grade) discover the
natural world and join in life-long actions to care for that world. According to behavioral researchers, early
childhood has been identified as the critical stage for instilling long lasting valuesin an individual. The Woodsy
Owl program addresses this opportunity to instill conservation values and land ethicsin our Nation’s children.

The Woodsy Owl program has been in arevamping phase since fiscal year 2001. During thistime, we have
created and implemented a strategic plan including; defining atarget audience, identifying action strategies for
the program’ s devel opment, and improving a licensing program and educational products to promote Woodsy
Owl as America sicon with its message, “Lend a Hand — Care for the Land.”

The Administration of Children and Families Head Start Bureau (Head Start) manages a comprehensive child
development program for children from birth up to age five. Through family and community partnerships, Head
Start provides early childhood education and health services to children, especially to minorities, including
Native Americans, Alaska Natives, and inner city youth.

Head Start provides opportunities for children to express themselves through art, music, movement, and
storytelling. Children participate in indoor and outdoor activities, learn about books, words, numbers, and the
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world around them. Children who participate in Head Start are encouraged to communicate their ideas and
feelings to develop self-confidence and the ability to get along with others.

This MOU provides the framework for cooperation between the Forest Service and Head Start to use Woodsy
Owl’ simage and message to promote conservation valuesin our Nation’s children. The Associate
Commissioner of the Head Start Bureau signed the MOU in March. The Forest Service Chief’ s signature is
needed to make this official and initiate the partnership with Head Start.

Anticipating acceptance of this MOU, the National Symbols program is planning a meeting with Head Start and
Forest Service field representatives to define an implementation plan, May 13 and 14, 2003.
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