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Forest Service Briefing
 

MOU between the
Woodsy Owl Program and the

Department of Health and Human Services, Administration of Children and Families Head Start Bureau
 
 
The Woodsy Owl conservation program is part of the National Symbols Program, a unit of the State and Private 
Forestry Conservation Education program.  
 
The purpose of the Woodsy Owl program is to help young children (Pre-k through 3rd grade) discover the 
natural world and join in life-long actions to care for that world.  According to behavioral researchers, early 
childhood has been identified as the critical stage for instilling long lasting values in an individual.  The Woodsy 
Owl program addresses this opportunity to instill conservation values and land ethics in our Nation’s children.
 
The Woodsy Owl program has been in a revamping phase since fiscal year 2001.  During this time, we have 
created and implemented a strategic plan including; defining a target audience, identifying action strategies for 
the program’s development, and improving a licensing program and educational products to promote Woodsy 
Owl as America’s icon with its message, “Lend a Hand – Care for the Land.”
 
The Administration of Children and Families Head Start Bureau (Head Start) manages a comprehensive child 
development program for children from birth up to age five.  Through family and community partnerships, Head 
Start provides early childhood education and health services to children, especially to minorities, including 
Native Americans, Alaska Natives, and inner city youth.
 
Head Start provides opportunities for children to express themselves through art, music, movement, and 
storytelling. Children participate in indoor and outdoor activities, learn about books, words, numbers, and the 
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world around them.  Children who participate in Head Start are encouraged to communicate their ideas and 
feelings to develop self-confidence and the ability to get along with others.   
 
This MOU provides the framework for cooperation between the Forest Service and Head Start to use Woodsy 
Owl’s image and message to promote conservation values in our Nation’s children.  The Associate 
Commissioner of the Head Start Bureau signed the MOU in March.  The Forest Service Chief’s signature is 
needed to make this official and initiate the partnership with Head Start.
 
Anticipating acceptance of this MOU, the National Symbols program is planning a meeting with Head Start and 
Forest Service field representatives to define an implementation plan, May 13 and 14, 2003.   
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